Operant Conditioning Examples

Possible Answers:  Positive Reinforcement, Negative Reinforcement, & Punishment 

1. Your father gives you a credit card at the end of your first year in college because you did so well. As a result, your grades continue to get better in your second year.

2. Your car has a red, flashing light that blinks annoyingly if you start the car without buckling the seat belt.  You become less likely to start the car without buckling the seat belt.

3. A professor has a policy of exempting students from the final exam if they maintain perfect attendance during the quarter.  His students’ attendance increases dramatically.

4. Your hands are cold so you put your gloves on.  In the future, you are more likely to put gloves on when it’s cold.

5. Robert gets a ticket for driving under the influence that results in a $500 fine and suspension of his driving license.

6. James throws his food at the dinner table and his father sits him in the corner for 5 minutes. 

